TITLE I'l -- RESEARCH AND TRAI NI NG

SEC. 200. DECLARATI ON OF PURPCSE

The purpose of this title is to--

[200] (1) provide for a conprehensive and coordi nated approach to the
adm ni stration and conduct of research, denonstration projects, and
related activities for the rehabilitation of individuals w th handi caps,
i ncl udi ng prograns designed to train persons who provide rehabilitation
servi ces and persons who conduct research, by authorizing Federa
assistance in accordance with a plan for rehabilitation research
devel oped under this title;

[200](2) facilitate the distribution of information concerning devel oprnents
in rehabilitation procedures, nethods, and devices to rehabilitation
prof essionals and to individuals with handi caps to assi st such individuals
to live nore independently;

[200](3) inmprove the distribution of technol ogi cal devices and equi pnent for
i ndi vidual s with handi caps by providing financial support for the
devel opnent and distribution of such devices and equi pnent; and

[200] (4) increase the scientific and technol ogical information presently
available in the field of rehabilitation

SEC. 201. AUTHORI ZATI ON OF APPROPRI ATl ONS

[201] (a) There are authorized to be appropri ated--

[201-a] (1) for the purpose of providing for the expenses of the Nationa
Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research under section 202,
ot her than expenses to carry out section 204, such sunms as may be necessary
for fiscal year 1987, and for each succeeding fiscal year ending prior to
Cctober 1, 1991; and

[201-a] (2) $49, 000,000 for fiscal year 1987, $52,000,000 for fiscal year
1988, $55, 000,000 for fiscal year 1989, $58, 000,000 for fiscal year 1990,
and $60, 378,500 for fiscal year 1991 for the purpose of carrying out
section 204, of which $1, 000,000 shall be available for fiscal year 1987,
$1, 050, 000 for fiscal year 1988, $1,102,500 for fiscal year 1989,
$1, 160, 000 for fiscal year 1990, and $1, 208,000 for fiscal year 1991 for
t he purpose of carrying out the |ast sentence of section 204(b)(2)(0O

[201] (b) Funds appropriated under this title shall remain avail able unti
expended.

SEC. 202. NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTE ON DI SABI LI TY AND REHABI LI TATI ON RESEARCH

[202](a) In order to pronbte and coordi nate research with respect to

i ndividuals with handi caps and to nore effectively carry out the prograns

under section 204, there is established within the Departnment of Education, a

National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (hereinafter in

this title referred to as the "Institute"), which shall be headed by a

Director (hereinafter inthis title referred to as the "Director"). In the

performance of the functions of the office, the Director shall be directly

responsi ble to the Secretary or to the same Under Secretary or Assistant

Secretary of the Departnent of Education, to whom the Comm ssioner is

responsi bl e under section 3(a) of this Act.

[202] (b) The Director, through the Institute, shall be responsible for--

[202-b] (1) admi nistering the prograns described in section 204;

[202-b] (2) disseninating information acquired through research funded by the
Institute to other Federal, State, tribal and | ocal public agencies and to
private organi zati ons engaged in research relating to rehabilitation or
providing rehabilitation services;

[ 202-b] (3) coordinating, through the Interagency Conmittee established by



section 203 of this Act, all Federal prograns and policies relating to
research in rehabilitation;

[ 202-b] (4) dissenmi nating educational materials to primary and secondary
school s, institutions of higher education, and to public and private
entities concerning how the quality of Iife of individuals w th handi caps
may be inproved;

[ 202-b] (5) conducting an education programto informthe public about ways of
providing for the rehabilitation of individuals w th handi caps, including
information relating to famly care and self care

[ 202-b] (6) conducting conferences, sem nars, and workshops (i ncluding
i n-service training progranms) concerning research and engi neeri ng advances
in rehabilitation pertinent to the problens of individuals with handi caps;

[202-b] (7) taking whatever action is necessary to keep the Congress fully and
currently informed with respect to the inplenentation and conduct of
programs and activities carried out under this title; and

[ 202-b] (8) producing, in conjunction with the Departnent of Labor, the
Nati onal Center for Health Statistics, the Bureau of the Census, the
Social Security Administration, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Indian
Heal th Service and ot her Federal departnents and agencies, as may be
appropriate, statistical reports and studies on the enploynent, health,

i ncone, and other denographic characteristics of individuals with

handi caps and di sseminating such reports, and studies to rehabilitation
prof essionals and others to assist in the planning and eval uati on of
vocational and other rehabilitation services for the individuals with
handi caps.

[202] (¢) (1) The Director of the Institute shall be appointed by the President,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. The Director shall be an
i ndividual with substantial experience in rehabilitation and in research
admi nistration. The Director shall be conmpensated at the rate payable for
I evel V of the Executive Schedul e under section 5316 of title 5, United
States Code. In carrying out any of the functions of the office under this
section, the Director shall be guided by general policies of the Nationa
Council on Disability established in title IV. The Director shall not
del egate any of the functions of the office to any officer who is not
directly responsible to the Director

[202-c](2) There shall be a Deputy Director of the Institute (hereinafter in
this section referred to as the "Deputy Director") who shall be appointed
by the Secretary. The Deputy Director shall be conpensated at the rate
provided for grade GS-17 of the General Schedul e under section 5332 of
title 5, United States Code, and shall act for the Director during the
absence or disability of the Director, exercising such powers as the
Director may prescribe. In the case of any vacancy in the office of the
Director, the Deputy Director shall serve as Director until a Director is
appoi nted under paragraph (1). The position created by this paragraph
shall be in addition to the nunber of positions placed in grade GS-17 of
the General Schedul e under section 5108 of title 5, United States Code.

[202-c] (3) The Director, subject to the approval of the President, may
appoint, for terms not to exceed three years, without regard to the
provisions of title 5 United States Code, governing appointnent in the
conpetitive service, and may conpensate, without regard to the provisions
of chapter 51 and subchapter 11 of chapter 53 of such title relating to
classification and General Schedul e pay rates, such technical and
pr of essi onal enployees of the Institute as the Director deens necessary to
acconplish the functions of the Institute and al so appoint and conpensate
wi thout regard to such provisions, in a nunber not to exceed one-fifth of
the nunber of full-tine, regular technical and professional enployees of
the Institute.



[202-c] (4) The Director nmay obtain the service of consultants, w thout regard
to the provisions of title 5, United States Code, governing appointnments in
the conpetitive service

[202] (d) The Director pursuant to regul ati ons which the Secretary shal

prescribe, may establish and maintain fell owships with such stipends and

al | onances, including travel and subsistence expenses provided for under title

5, United States Code, as the Director considers necessary to procure the

assi stance of highly qualified research fellows fromthe United States and

foreign countries.

[202] (e) The Director shall, pursuant to regul ations which the Secretary shal

prescribe, provide for scientific review of all research grants and prograns

over which the Director has authority by utilizing, to the maxi mum extent
possi bl e, appropriate peer review groups established within the Institute and
conposed of non-Federal scientists and other experts in the rehabilitation
field.

[202] (f) Not I|ess than 90 percent of the funds appropriated under paragraph

(2) of section 201(a) to carry out section 204 shall be expended by the

Director to carry out such section through grants or contracts with qualified

public or private agencies and individuals.

[202] (g) The Director shall develop and subnmit to appropriate conmttees of

the Congress within eighteen nonths after the effective date of this section a

| ong-range plan for rehabilitation research which shall--

[202-9g] (1) identify any research which should be conducted respecting the
probl ems encountered by individuals with handicaps in their daily
activities, especially problens related to enpl oynent;

[202-9](2) deternmine the funding priorities for research activities under this
section and explain the basis for such priorities, including a detailed
description of any new types of research recommended under this paragraph
for funding; and

[202-9] (3) specify appropriate goals and tinetables for activities to be
conduct ed under this section.

The plan required by this subsection shall be devel oped by the Director in

consultation with the Conmi ssioner, the National Council on Disability

established under title IV, the Secretary of Education, officials responsible
for the adm nistration of the Devel opnental Disabilities Assistance and Bil

of Rights Act, the Interagency Committee established by section 203 and any

ot her persons or entities the Director considers appropriate. Such plan shal

be reviewed at | east once every three years and may be revised at any time by
the Director to the extent necessary.

[202] (h) In order to pronpbte cooperation anong Federal departnments and

agenci es conducting research prograns, the Director shall consult with the

adm ni strators of such progranms, and with the Interagency Conmittee
established by section 203 regardi ng the design of research projects conducted
by such entities and the result and applications of such research

[202] (1) (1) The Director shall take appropriate actions to provide for a
conpr ehensi ve and coordi nated research programunder this title. In
providing such a programthe Director may undertake joint activities with
ot her Federal entities engaged in research and with appropriate private
entities. Any Federal entity proposing to establish any research project
related to the purposes of this Act shall consult, through the Interagency
Committee established by section 203, with the Director as Chairperson of
such Conmmittee and provide the Director with sufficient prior opportunity
to comrent on such project.

[202-i](2) Any person responsible for adm nistering any program of the

National Institutes of Health, the Veterans' Administration, the Nationa

Sci ence Foundation, the National Aeronautics and Space Admi nistration, the

Ofice of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, or of any other



Federal entity, shall, through the Interagency Conmittee established by
section 203, consult and cooperate with the Director in carrying out such
programif the programis related to the purposes of this section
[202] (j) (1) The Director shall make a grant for the establishment of a program
of pediatric rehabilitation research
[202-j](2) The Director shall establish, either directly or by way of a grant
or contract, a Research and Training Center in the Pacific Basin in order
to inmprove services to individuals with handi caps through rel evant
rehabilitation research and training in the Pacific Basin and to assist in
the coordination of rehabilitation services provided by a broad range of
agencies and entities. Such Center shall--
[202-)j-2] (A) devel op a sound denopgraphi c base,
[202-)j-2](B) analyze, develop, and utilize appropriate technol ogy,
[202-)-2](C) develop a culturally relevant rehabilitati on manpower devel oprent
program and
[202-)-2] (D) facilitate interagency comuni cati on and cooperation
i mpl ementi ng advanced i nformati on technol ogy; and
[202-)](3) The Director shall establish, directly or by grant or contract, a
center associated with an institution of higher education, for research and
trai ning concerning the delivery of rehabilitation services to rural areas.
[202] (k) The Director shall nake grants to institutions of higher education
for the training of researchers in the field of rehabilitation of individuals
wi t h handi caps.
[202] (1) The Director shall submit to the Congress, not |ater than one year
after the date of the enactnment of the Rehabilitation Act Amendnents of 1986,
policy recomendations for the establishnent by the Congress of an agency
designed to ensure
[202-1](1) the devel opment and cost-effective producti on and nmarketing of
t echnol ogi cal devices; and
[202-1](2) the efficient distribution of such technology to individuals with
handi caps.
Such recommendati ons shall specifically evaluate the feasibility of the
chartering by Congress of a private organi zation or the establishment of a
joint public-private corporation to provide marketing and production-rel ated
services to the public and private sectors. The policy recomendation shal
i ncl ude suggested funding alternatives for an organi zation or agency and such
ot her suggestions as the Director or the Conmttee on Handi capped Research nmay
consi der appropriate. Further such reconmendati ons shall consider any
potential conflicts of interest in the evaluation and marketing of new
products for use by individuals with handi caps. In devel opi ng such policy
reconmendations, the Director shall solicit the views of the |nteragency
I nt eragency Conmittee on Disability Research and shall submt any dissenting
views of fered by any nenber of that Conmittee together with the subm ssion of
pol i cy recomendati ons.
[202] (M The Director shall conduct a study of health insurance practices and
policies which affect individuals with handicaps. Not |later than February 1,
1990, the Director shall submit a report of the study to the appropriate
comittees of the Congress.

SEC. 203. | NTERAGENCY COWM TTEE

[203](a)(1) In order to pronote coordinati on and cooperati on anong Federa
departnents and agenci es conducting rehabilitation research prograns, there
is established within the Federal CGovernnent an Interagency Comittee on
Di sability Research (hereinafter in this section referred to as the
"Conmittee"), chaired by the Director and conprised of such nenbers as the
President may designate, including the following (or their designees): the
Director, the Conm ssioner, the Secretary of Education, the Adm nistrator



of Veterans' Affairs, the Director of the National Institutes of Health,
the Director of the National Institute of Mental Health, the Adm nistrator
of the National Aeronautics and Space Adm nistration, the Secretary of
Transportation, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Indian Affairs,
the Director of the Indian Health Service and the Director of the Nationa
Sci ence Foundati on.

[203-a] (2) The Conmittee shall neet not |ess than four tinmes each year

[203] (b) The Committee shall identify, assess, and seek to coordinate al

Federal progranms, activities, and projects, and plans for such prograns,

activities, and projects with respect to the conduct of research related to

rehabilitation of individuals wth handicaps.

[203] (c) The Committee, not later than eighteen nonths after the date of

enactment of this section, and annually thereafter, shall submt to the

President and to the appropriate comittees of the Congress a report naking

such recomendations as the Conm ttee deens appropriate with respect to

coordi nation of policy and devel opnent of objectives and priorities for al

Federal prograns relating to the conduct of research related to rehabilitation

of individuals with handi caps.

SEC. 204. RESEARCH

[204] (a) The Director may make grants to and contracts with States and public

or private agenci es and organi zations, including institutions of higher

education, Indian tribes, and tribal organizations to pay part of the cost of
projects for the purpose of planning and conducting research, denonstrations,
and related activities which bear directly on the devel opment of nethods,
procedures, and devices to assist in the provision of vocational and other
rehabilitation services to individuals with handi caps, especially those with

t he nost severe handi caps, under this Act. Such projects may include nedica

and other scientific, technical, methodol ogical, and other investigations into

the nature of disability, nethods of analyzing it and restorative techniques,

i ncl udi ng basic research where related to rehabilitation techni ques or

servi ces; studies and analysis of industrial, vocational, social

recreational, psychiatric, psychol ogical, econonic, and other factors

affecting rehabilitation of individuals w th handi caps; special problens of

hormebound and institutionalized individuals; studies, analyses, and
denonstrations of architectural and engineering design adapted to neet the
speci al needs of individuals with handi caps; studies, analyses, and other
activities related to supported enploynent; and related activities which hold
promi se of increasing know edge and i nproving nmethods in the rehabilitation of

i ndi viduals with handi caps and individuals with the nost severe handi caps.

[204](b) In addition to carrying out projects under subsection (a) of this

section, the Director may nake grants to pay part or all of the cost of the

foll owi ng specialized research activities:

[204-b] (1) Establishnment and support of Rehabilitation Research and Training
Centers to be operated in collaboration with institutions of higher
education for the purpose of

[204-b-1](A) providing training (including graduate training) to assi st

individuals to nore effectively provide rehabilitation services,

[ 204-Db-1] (B) providing coordinated and advanced prograns of research in

rehabilitation, and

[204-b-1](C providing training (including graduate training) for

rehabilitation research and other rehabilitati on personnel. The research
to be carried out at each Center (and as appropriate shall include

consi deration of rural issues) shall be determ ned on the basis of the
particul ar needs of individuals with handi caps in the geographic area
served by the Center, and may include basic or applied nedica
rehabilitation research, research regarding the psychol ogi cal and socia



aspects of rehabilitation, and research related to vocationa
rehabilitation. The Centers shall be encouraged to devel op practica
applications for the findings of their research. Grants may include
funds for services rendered by such a center to individuals with
handi caps in connection with such research and training activities.
Rehabi litation Research and Training Centers shall include both
conpr ehensi ve centers dealing with nultiple disabilities and centers
focused on particular disabilities. Gants to Centers need not be
automatically termnated at the end of a project period and may be
renewed on the basis of a thorough evaluation and peer review including
site visits. Training of students preparing to be rehabilitation
personnel through centers shall be an inportant priority. Gants may
include faculty support for teaching of rehabilitation related courses
of study for credit and other courses offered by the institutions of
hi gher education affiliated with the Center.
The peer review of all applications for the renewal of a Rehabilitation
Research and Training Center grant shall take into account the past
performance of the applicant in carrying out the grant. The host
institution with which the Rehabilitation Research and Training Center is
affiliated may not collect in excess of 15 percent in indirect cost
charges. Beginning with fiscal year 1991, awards under clause (C) of this
par agraph shall be made on a conpetitive basis.

[204-Db] (2) Establishnent and support of Rehabilitation Engi neering Research
Centers to

[ 204-b-2] (A) devel op and di ssem nate i nnovative nethods of applying advanced
nedi cal technol ogy, scientific achievenent, and psychiatric,
psychol ogi cal, and soci al know edge to solve rehabilitation problens
t hrough pl anni ng and conducting research, including cooperative research
with public or private agencies and organi zations, designed to produce
new scientific know edge, equi pnent, and devices suitable for solving
problens in the rehabilitation of individuals wth handicaps and for
reduci ng environmental barriers,

[ 204-b-2] (B) denonstrate and di ssemi nate innovative nodels for the delivery to
rural and urban areas of cost-effective rehabilitation engineering
services that pronote utilization of engineering and other scientific
research to assist in neeting the enpl oynent and i ndependent |iving
needs of individuals with severe handi caps,

[204-b-2](C) cooperate with State agenci es designated pursuant to section 101
i n devel opi ng systens of informati on exchange and coordi nation to
pronote the pronpt utilization of engineering and other scientific
research to assist in solving problenms in the rehabilitation of
i ndi vi dual s with handi caps, and

[204-b-2] (D) denonstrate and di ssem nate innovative nodels for the delivery of
cost-effective rehabilitation engineering services to assist in neeting
t he needs of, and addressing the barriers confronted by, individuals
with handi caps. In fiscal year 1987, at least two such Rehabilitation
Engi neering Centers shall be established. One grant to provide
denonstrations pursuant to clause (D) of this paragraph shall be nmade to
an agency or organization in the State of South Carolina and one such
grant shall be made to an agency or organization in the State of
Connecti cut.

[ 204-Db] (3) Conduct of a programfor spinal cord injury research, to include
support of spinal cord injuries projects and denonstrati ons established
pursuant to sections 310 and 311, which wl|l

[204-b-3] (A) insure dissem nation of research findings anong all such Centers,

[ 204-b- 3] (B) provide encouragenment and support for initiatives and new
approaches by individuals and institutional investigations, and



[204-b-3](C) establish and maintain cl ose working rel ationships with other
governnental and voluntary institutions and organi zati ons engaged in
simlar efforts, in order to unify and coordinate scientific efforts,
encourage joint planning, and pronote the interchange of data and
reports anong spinal cord injury investigations.

In the award of grants under this paragraph the Director shall take into
account the location of any proposed Center and the appropriate geographic
and regional allocation of such Centers.

[ 204-Db] (4) Conduct of a program for end-stage renal disease research to include
support of projects and denonstrations for providing special services
(including transplantation and dialysis), artificial kidneys, and supplies
necessary for the rehabilitation of individuals suffering fromsuch di sease
and which wll

[204-b-4] (A) insure dissem nation of research findings,

[ 204-b-4] (B) provi de encouragenent and support for initiatives and new
approaches by individual and institutional investigators, and

[204-b-4] (C) establish and maintain cl ose working rel ati onships with other
governnental and voluntary institutions and organi zati ons engaged in
simlar efforts, in order to unify and coordinate scientific efforts,
encourage joint planning, and pronote the interchange of data and
reports anong investigators in the field of end-stage renal disease. No
person shall be selected to participate in such programwho is eligible
for services for such di sease under any other provision of |aw

[ 204-Db] (5) Conduct of a programfor international rehabilitation research
denonstration, and training for the purpose of devel opi ng new know edge and
net hods in the rehabilitation of individuals with handicaps in the United
States, cooperating with and assisting in devel oping and sharing
i nformation found useful in other nations in the rehabilitation of
i ndividuals with handi caps, and initiating a programto exchange experts
and technical assistance in the field of rehabilitation of individuals with
handi caps with other nations as a nmeans of increasing the |levels of skil
of rehabilitation personnel

[ 204-Db] (6) Conduct of a research program concerning the use of existing
t el econmuni cati ons system (i ncluding tel ephone, television, satellite,
radi o, and other similar systens) which have the potential for
substantially inproving service delivery nethods, and the devel opnent of
appropriate programming to neet the particular needs of individuals with
handi caps.

[204-b] (7) Conduct of a programof joint projects with the National Institutes
of Health, the National Institute of Mental Health, the Health Services
Adm nistration, the Admi nistration on Aging, the National Science
Foundation, the Veterans' Administration, the Departnent of Health and
Hurmman Services, the National Aeronautics and Space Admi nistration, other
Federal agencies, and private industry in areas of joint interest involving
rehabilitation.

[ 204-Db] (8) Conduct of a program of research related to the rehabilitation of
children with handi caps and of individuals wth handi caps who are aged sixty
or ol der except that research concerning |Indian Arericans wi th handi caps
shal | include those 55 and ol der.

[204-Db] (9) Conduct of a research programto devel op and denonstrate innovative
net hods to attract and retain professionals to serve in rural areas in the
rehabilitation of individuals wth handicaps including individuals with
severe handi caps.

[ 204-b] (10) Conduct of a nodel research and denonstration project designed to
assess the feasibility of establishing a center for producing and
distributing to deaf individuals captioned video cassettes providing a
broad range of educational, cultural, scientific, and vocationa



programm ng.

[204-b] (11) Conduct of a nodel research and denonstration programto devel op
i nnovati ve nethods of providing services for preschool age children
wi t h handi caps, including the follow ng:

[204-b-11] (A) early intervention, parent counseling, infant stimulation, early

identification, diagnosis, and evaluation of children with severe
handi caps up to the age of five, with a special enphasis on children
with severe handicaps up to the age of three;

[ 204-b-11] (B) such physical therapy, |anguage devel opnent, pediatric, nursing,
psychol ogi cal , and psychiatric services as are necessary for such
children; and

[204-b-11] (C) appropriate services for the parents of such children, including
psychol ogi cal and psychiatric services, parent counseling, and training.

[ 204-Db] (12) Conduct of a nodel research and training program under which node
training centers shall be established to devel op and use nore advanced and
ef fective nethods of eval uating and devel opi ng the enpl oynent potential of
i ndi vidual s with handi caps, including prograns which--

[204-b-12] (A) provide training and continuing education for personnel involved

with the enploynment of individuals with handicaps;

[ 204-b-12] (B) devel op nodel procedures for testing and eval uating the
enpl oynent potential of individuals w th handi caps;

[204-b-12] (C) devel op nodel training prograns to teach individuals with
handi caps skills which will lead to appropriate enpl oynent;

[ 204-b-12] (D) devel op new approaches for job placenent of individuals with
handi caps, including new foll omup procedures relating to such placenent;
and

[204-b-12] (E) provide information services regardi ng education, training,
enpl oynent, and job placenent for individuals with handi caps.

[ 204-Db] (13) Conduct of a rehabilitation research program under which financial

assistance is provided in order to

[204-b-13] (A) test new concepts and innovative ideas,

[ 204-b-13] (B) denonstrate research results of high potential benefits,

[ 204-b-13] (C) purchase prototype aids and devices for eval uation,

[ 204-b-13] (D) devel op unique rehabilitation training curricula, and

[204-b-13] (E) be responsive to special initiatives of the Director.

No single grant under this paragraph may exceed $50,000 in any fiscal year
and all paynents made under this paragraph in any fiscal year nmay not
exceed 5 percentum of the anpbunt avail abl e under section 204 to the
National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research in any fisca
year. Regul ations and administrative procedures with respect to financia
assi stance under this paragraph shall, to the maxi mum extent possible, be
expedi t ed.

[ 204-Db] (14) Conduct of studies of the rehabilitati on needs of Anerican Indian
popul ations and of effective mechanisnms for the delivery of rehabilitation
services to Indians residing on and of f reservations.

[ 204-b] (15) Conduct of a denonstration program under which one or nore
projects national in scope shall be established to devel op procedures to
provide incentives for the devel opment, nanufacturing, and marketing of
or phan technol ogi cal devi ces designed to enabl e individuals w th handi caps
to achi eve i ndependence and access to gai nful enpl oynent.

[204] (¢) The provisions of section 306 shall apply to assistance provided

under this section, unless the context indicates to the contrary.

[204] (d) (1) In carrying out evaluations of research denonstration and rel ated
projects under this section, the Director is authorized to nake
arrangenents for site visits to obtain information on the acconplishnents
of the projects.

[204-d] (2) The Director shall not make a grant under this section which



exceeds $299,999 unless the peer review of the grant application has
included a site visit.



